7 The year 2009 has been a very— | Th D ; 1 1 ' The schoolyear continued to move along
‘busy year for us, Michael turned” e / e Slmone quickly and Halloweéen was soon upon
“4ge b in January, Matt and Ryan ' us., Matt andRyan dressed up in/Toy
turned age 5 in|October, and N 1 tt 1 2 O 0 9 “Story costurnes; Matl was Woody and

Alissa hirned age 3 in October: : eWS e er _/Ryan was Buzz Lightyear, Alissa dressed

Some of the highlights this vear~ - up as Cinderella-and Michael wore a

have been: a summer trip-to Red Power Ranger castume. The '

' Massachusetts to see my brother, excitement for the kids was tremendous.
two trips to Sesame Place, and I bought their Halloween costumes in
Halloween. Our trip fo September and they asked to wear them
Gloucester, Massachusétts had frequently-up until Halloween. On ~
terrific weather which wasa Halloween night we-got our trick-or-
relief to us. Previously the’ treating/done’in the neighborhood just
weather had been mostly rainy, before-the sky opened up and we got
so we got'very lucky. We were / buckets of rain coming down,” One more
ablelto visit the heach and go on time we lucked outon the rain and pnce
a couplé of boat rides with my again wé all said, “Phew!”

s brother at'the helm. Sesame The next story I saved forlast. One’”
Place was also a lof of fun. The ‘Sunday morning last spring, we were all

‘weather cooperated so that we at church and little did we know that

7 had sunny days to enjoy for both - somethingunusual was about to happen..

outings. But we did have one We were gathering up the children ]ust

~moment of weather-related - before the end of the church service.-

s excitement. "It was-aboul 6:00pm Every ene was still singirig the last song
during our-first yisit to Sesame” ‘“and/the announcements/final prayer
Place and Michael teased to go were about to follow. Ryan snuck

-on the ¥ope activity. (This-activity” around behind me while Lwas helping’

*was designed high off ef the Matthew put on hisjacket. ‘All of a~
ground and there were several sudden I heard a very loud alarm. Ryan

‘tunnels/and steepinglings to had pulled the fire alarm. Ugh!" The

" navigate through!- We managed church service came fo’a very suddén

to get through it but during the halt ‘and everyone was looking daround |-

“Aast part of the climb I'noticed it wondering-what was happening./ 1 -~

was gelting darker-and darker managed to gain eye contact with

oulside. For asmoment I thought someone on the palpivand we

to myself, “I'hope it doesn’t rain | jI= ( exchangedan "all knowing/ smile that

—while wé're climbing around in one of my children had pulled the fire

this maze of fope tunnels” We - 4larm. Meanwhile Ryan Had burst into
finished up and collected all of ‘tears because he was embarrassed with

'~ the children and wWe were J all of the unwelcome attention/ Just the
~_walking back to the car’ About week before Joe had teld Ryan not {6

“ten steps from the car this | -~ touch that fire alarm.” But when'the,
fremendous wind came-upon us moment came the following week Ryan
and we Knew a storm of vast couldn’t resist the temptation to-pull that
propartion was about to hit. ‘very inviting alarm. Notone of Ryan's
Luckily Joe's neice Sharon and best choices, but cettainly it is one we
her boytriend Tony were there can laugh abdut today, Ryan, like all of
with us. They quickly helped us 1s, has made some poor choices along
to get the kids inside the mini- the way. Every day we learn something
van. Our trips to Sesame Place new./ Every choice we make hads the
would nothave been possible, powerto improve the, quality of ourdives

“without their help, The children or 1o diminish/it. Once we maké a

“are quite a handful these days. choice we usually need to accept'the

We hurriedly sped-away to the == _ » consequences of that cheice. I've also

restatrant nearby and waited for' “/Nfichael started first grade and he is doing d gfea’l “learned that the past'can’ help us if we

a/table. The rain camé pouring” job. Matt and Ryan started pré-school in separate learn fromit; however, it can also hurt us
down just as-we.got inside the . = (jasges for the first time and have enjoyed cultivating -iff we don’t move on from it.. The future
restaurant! -We all said, "Phew!™ . {heir newly found independenice from each other.1 -1s full of the freedom to elivose whatever

Fall and the arrival of the new il et some adorable moments te cherish though, ~~“We” want or we can choose what “God”

. school year came/quickly. When I ask' Matt-and Ryan to hold hands to keep ) Wants., He wants the very bestfor us so

' them from running in the parking I6t they still do, it makes sénse to choose what God -

Aliss is starting 10 test the watersin terms/of right ~ wantsfor us. Sometimes we learn this |

and wrong, but she still entertains me with a fvw from reading the Bible, from praying;

surprises. Just recently, she announced that her — 'fmn} afriend, or hom ) family member,
baby doll is her new /sister. @ ~ele.




/" So how do we choose” Wha! God wants’
- il evemhlng seems contrary to what we
© want as humans? Well, it isn't edsy,

7~ But I remind myself constantly that God

“ wants only the best for me and that
-I--"following Him with'blinid faith is part of
the ]ourney “Yet, Oh Lord, You are our
Fathér:'we are the clay, and You our”

- Potter, and we are all the workof Your

“hand.” (Isaiah 64, vs! 8) To better |
" understand this verse-it is 1mp0rtani 10
understand the process of pottery - * -
making. The putl’er must mold fhe clay

" by centering and applying just the right -

~ amount of pressure on to it when it is
~“on the spinning whéel.~ If he pushes tog

- hard on‘the clay it-will co]lap'ye intg-an
unatﬁ'aclive mound. When thé pofier |

- has ﬂna[ly created theshape he desires
/-~ he must ther/put thé piece in 1o the kiln

" (oven) to heat it to an exh'Pme <
temperature and set'it in this shape. He
does this, to preserye the beauty of his -
creafion: After-it oouls’aff he must"

. prepare the piece/by checking it for any,

~“bumps or imperfections; "He refines it
by using sandpaper or a paring knife.
The entire surface is then sponged to 7
remove any remaining dust. The piece

~is now ready/to.be glazed with the color

of the potter’s choosing. After it has
been fully prepared-itis placed backin
to the Kiln at an ¢ven higher ./
_temperature to finish the job. Once’the

second heating process _}Jsl',coml)lete the |,
~ potter can admire the’beauty of his

work. “We may not like the “molding”
and “refining process, but God is in~
“control” .God knows “everything” Gud
is “all powerful.” If we pray daily for
His will to-be done then it will be. Its-
- very hard to remember this when we

- struggle. Usually, people prefer the
 pathi of Jeast resistance. To survive; we
. must find and continually strengthen
—our faith. We rarely grow-in good times,
It's the intense heat of the struggle that
makes u$ mare beautiful, more pure,

" and more Christ-like.

The #nalogy for faith'T use is this: Many
times we are hanging on by only a thread,
God is holding the other ¢nd of that ll'mead
'HL is holding itand telling us to hang on

- even though the thread Ioeks like it will ;

break:-We might yell out that-we can reach

‘over to'the cliff'nearby and save ourselves.
And He will probably respond by saying” -~

that the thread won'l break and to hang on. -

' Thé hardest part is h'mgmg onto that tiny

thread.” Every day I'temind my/self to keep -
praying for God’s will and for the faith to -
/hang on to that tiny piece/of thread. The

'most valuable thing I have- leamad S0/ far is”

that God doesn’t control our choices. He
wants the best for us. Therefore, T fry te
‘choose ' what God wants, /He may know -
what choices' we-will make, but ultimately~
the choices we make are our oWn.

One of the most important choices we make

every day is what kind of attitude we want
to-have. CharlesR. Swindoll says it well, -
“The longer live, the more 1 reah?e the !
impact of attitude on life, ;
Attitude, to me, is more lmportam lhan fac{s

| Itis more impartant than the past, than'
_education, tharr meney, than circimstances,
' than failures, than SUC{‘P‘ESP'\} than what — =~

other people th.mk or-say or do Itis more,,

‘important than appearance glﬂedness or

skill: Tt will make or'breaka company a -
ghurch, or a home. -
The remarkable thing is e thH a Lhoice

~|every day regarding the attitude we will
embrace, for that day. We cannot change our
past. We cannot change the fact that people |/

Awill act in a certain way. We cannot change’

the inevitable. The only thing we can dois
play 6n the one string we have, and that is

‘our atfitude. 1 am convinced that life is 10%.

what happens te me and 90% how I react o

it—And so it is with you. We are in charge of \fatthew, Ryan, and.

om attitudes. -

r 7. Embrace 2
~the Spirit!/

In closing; God has chosen-all of us-to be
His. What an awesome blessing this is! 1
hope/the brief poem 1 wrote below helps
vou o contemplate how choice. has ]
1mpacted d.l"ld will impact your 10umey in
life)| ——
“What Will You Choose Todayf‘

There are S0 MMany choioeb lo make

| in this life. .

And sumehme.s the charces we Il’lﬂkL
7 cauqe' us great StI'lfF' —a

_Eyery d;w is a new day.  // :
So.is this- the day to keep {he pasf&t 1
r_,hay? J _," 5

Only we can de;:idewhat th fu’rure
/| holds. /&
Will wé choose whal Ged so desires/ -
‘us to uphold"

J

Tuday will you LhD(JSP a gand

- athtudf"’ Ad

‘Today, will, yﬂﬁ choose to fm‘gwe

- someone? )/ -

-Today, will you choose to help
S0meone eyven if thal pe.rbgm is your
enemy? :

/ “Bvery chmoe has | prer Every ) o5

*good™ choice makes evﬂ COWET:

Whm Wﬂl-You__;Chngse Today? ),
Ha_vé a.M'erry .
* Christmas and a,~
Happy New Y.eeu‘!

/. Love
Jodi, Joe, Mlchael

Ahssa f@
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