
Hello Everyone! December, 2009
Hope you and yours are enjoying a lovely holiday season!

Did you know that….
The tradition of giving gifts at Christmas is attributed to the
wise men who gave gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the
Christ Child. However, the true origin of gift giving at
Christmas is this. "For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son. That whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish but have everlasting
life." (John 3:16)

Did you know that…..
The tradition of placing lights in and around windows and houses began in the

Middle Ages. These lights, which began as candles, became a symbol of Christ,
the Light of the world. These lights held a two-fold purpose, to guide the Christ
Child to Christian homes so that He would leave His blessing on the house and
presents for those inside, and to be a sign to weary travelers that they would find
a welcome in that house.

Finally, I should probably give you a few updates. My family is doing fine. My

Brother Dick and his family are doing well in Seattle. He is still with the army at
Ft. Lewis. My Sister and her husband are very busy this time of year. Geri
works at Mt. Vernon Nazarene University and my Brother-in-Law is studying at
Asbury Seminary (long distance).

I am doing fine. The big news of the year, is I finally did it! I am now
OFFICIALLY RETIRED from my job at the State Library. As of June, 2009, I no
longer work there. Honestly, I am as busy as ever. I have a part time job as a

babysitter at the McConnell Recreation Center. I receive a free membership with
the job. I am walking about three times a week with my friend Ted. I have lunch
with friends every Thursday.

I have also taken a few trips this summer. In early November I went to New
Orleans with former colleagues for a week. We had a great time! I went to
Michigan with my friend Judy and I’ll be traveling back to Little Rock in Mid

December. Life is very good, indeed!

My kitties Smokey and Princess are as ornery as ever. I hope you and yours have
a wonderful holiday season and a very safe and happy new year!!!

Your Friend,
Ruth Metcalf Cell: 614-203-4720 Email: rmetcalf@columbus.rr.com




